
Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/28/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The Modified specification on cross-country dimensions and speeds does not align with the FEI Specification for the 1 star level. America was the first to add 
the 3’5” Modified level and recognize it through the USEF. Then, the FEI added a 1-star level with different specifications. This is very confusing, especially 
when a Modified National Horse trial runs at the same event as a 1-Star FEI competition. We feel the Modified specifications should be changed to meet the 
FEI specifications. This would alleviate any confusion for the riders and officials.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEA Hannah Seagle

htemple@useventing.com

Linked Rules Comments

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/26/2026

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 03/24/2026

Eventing

Member Comments
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EV108.4     Tracking #207-25     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 4/29/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

There have been multiple instances at events where an Athlete wished to withdraw from the FEI division following their Dressage Test (for reasons unrelated 
to horse welfare) and move to the National Event. EV108 only addresses Horses that are Eliminated for reasons unrelated to horse welfare. The proposed 
rule change expands the rule to permit Horses that Withdraw from FEI Events, for reason unrelated to horse welfare, to compete in the National Event at a 
level that they are qualified for, at the discretion of the Ground Jury.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Alison Lloyd

alloyd@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 2: Recommends Approval 05/26/2026

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: The Board agrees with the intent of the proposed change, however recommend amendment 
as follows: if a Horse is Eliminated during or is Withdrawn after the Dressage Test for reasons 
unrelated to horse welfare

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 04/17/2026

USEA

Member Comments
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EV113.1     Tracking #208-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/11/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

To provide consistent application of Dangerous Riding across competitions. Currently, Dangerous Riding may receive three different penalties: 25 penalties, 
Elimination, and/or issued a Recorded Warning Card. To ensure fairness for all competitors, the proposed amends the penalties so that all cases of 
Dangerous Riding must receive a Recorded Warning. In addition to a Recorded Warning, 25 penalties or Elimination may be applied, at the discretion of the 
Ground Jury. The proposed penalties also align with the FEI rules for Dangerous Riding.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Alison Lloyd

alloyd@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/26/2026

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 04/17/2026

USEA

Member Comments
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EV127.8     Tracking #209-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/11/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The proposal amends Compulsory Retirement (CR) so it is only applied when the Show Jumping phase occurs before the Cross Country phase. The intent of 
the rule is to prevent combinations with a poor Show Jumping performance from beginning the Cross-Country phase as a safety precaution. When Show 
Jumping occurs after Cross Country, there is no perceived benefit to risk management, so the proposed would allow athlete to finish on their numerical score 
as they have completed the competition.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Alison Lloyd

alloyd@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/26/2026

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: Approved with recommended clarification to language - "only when the show jumping phase 
is before the cross-country phase" to ensure scorers don't apply CR to SJ when it is the last phase 
of competition.

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 04/17/2026

USEA

Member Comments
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EV122.2     Tracking #210-25     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 4/17/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This language aims to clarify the circumstances under which a missed marker occurs.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Alison Lloyd

alloyd@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 2: Recommends Approval 05/26/2026

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: The Board agrees with the intent of the rule but would like to ensure language of marker vs. 
flag remains consistent throughout. Another suggestion for added clarity was to apply following 
language "A horse is considered to have missed a marker when the point of the shoulder fails to 
pass between the original position of the obstacle markers."

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 04/17/2026

USEA

Member Comments
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Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/28/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Add clarifying language to distance requirement for ditches and steps used at the Beginner Novice and Novice level to better assist officials and riders. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEA Hannah Seagle

htemple@useventing.com

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/26/2026

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 03/24/2026

Eventing

Member Comments
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Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/28/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

fine tune show jumping specs, such as adjusting some spreads for a safer and more appropriate relationship to heights

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEA Hannah Seagle

htemple@useventing.com

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/26/2026

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 03/24/2026

Eventing

Member Comments
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EV127.8     Tracking #217-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/28/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Riders moving up the levels are not properly educated on the rules that apply at higher levels of competition. The lack of education directly impacts the safety 
of horse and rider during competition.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEA Hannah Seagle

htemple@useventing.com

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/26/2026

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 03/24/2026

Eventing

Member Comments
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Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/29/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Permit the use of ear plugs in all phases of eventing. The removal of ear hoods following competition often poses safety risks to officials and volunteer 
stewards who are required to inspect the horse’s ears for ear plugs. By permitting the use of ear plugs during competition, there would be no need to require 
ear hoods be removed for inspection, eliminating the safety risks of onsite personnel. National level competitions are primarily reliant on volunteers to cover 
the dressage inspections, who often do not have the horse experience or knowledge of how best to handle removal of bridles/safety handling horses, or what 
exactly an ear plug looks or feels like inside the ear.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEA Hannah Seagle

htemple@useventing.com

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/26/2026

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 03/24/2026

Eventing

Member Comments
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Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 4/17/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The rule change proposal intends to broaden the neckwear clothing requirements in dressage and show jumping. During the heat of summer, many of the 
lower-level competitors are often seen in violation of the rules as stock ties and pins are removed. Updated language ease neckwear requirements to a 
minimum of a shirt collar and broaden breeches color to all conservative colors. Utilizing modern apparel styles to be used in competition allows for better 
inclusivity of members. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEA Hannah Seagle

htemple@useventing.com

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 2: Recommends Approval 05/26/2026

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: The Committee believes that “conservative color” is vague and could be hard for Athletes 
and Licensed Officials to interpret. The Committee recommends aligning with USEF Dressage’s 
language: “Breeches or jodphurs. White, light, or dark colors are permitted. Bright colors or 
patterns are not permitted. Contrast piping is allowed”.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 03/24/2026

Eventing

Member Comments
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EV156.2     Tracking #220-25     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 4/17/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Fitness to compete is an essential requirement of all equine athletes participating in competitions. The proposed language ensures that horses overall 
wellbeing is also taken into consideration in addition to soundness. To ensure the well-being of competition horses, Licensed Officials must feel authorized to 
identify an unfit or unsound horse to determine best welfare options for competition. Allowing the President of the Ground Jury to rely on support from the TD 
and Veterinarian creates a better nonbiased conversation to take place regarding horse welfare. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEA Hannah Seagle

htemple@useventing.com

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 2: The Council suggest the following language change within the rule: “Must Eliminate any 
Horse that is lame, sick, exhausted, or unfit to compete; and any Athlete who is unfit to continue.”

Draft 2: Recommends Disapproval 05/26/2026

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 2: The Council does recommend that the portion of the current rule (not covered by this PRC) 
referencing “any Athlete who is unfit to continue” be thoroughly reviewed by the Eventing Sport 
Committee and the Human and Equine Safety & Welfare Committee to ensure there is a process and 
mechanism for determining whether an athlete is unfit or unsafe to continue.

Draft 2: Recommends Approval 06/02/2026

Council - Member Services

Draft 1: The Committee recommends aligning with the procedure for lame, sick, and exhausted 
horses for a more consistent application among all welfare related matters. The Committee 
recommends the following language: “Must Eliminate any Horse that is lame, sick, exhausted, or 
unfit to compete; and any Athlete who is unfit to continue. If a Horse’s fitness to compete is 
questioned, the Ground Jury must consult with the Veterinarian prior to Elimination. See also 
EV112, EV105. There is no appeal against a Ground Jury for these circumstances”.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 03/24/2026

Eventing

Draft 1: The committee feels that the elimination of horse and athlete due to physical conditions 
should be addressed in two separate sections in this rule, and not combined. Additionally, the word 
'unfit' should be changed to 'unsafe'. Also, if it is unsafe for an Athlete to continue, it should be 
determined in consultation with the competition QMP, as horses are evaluated with the competition 
veterinarian.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 03/23/2026

Human and Equine, Safety & Welfare

Draft 1: The Committee agrees with the concept and supporting officials. The Committee would 
approve if the language was amended as suggested by the Eventing Sport Committee.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 04/13/2026

Licensed Officials

Member Comments
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Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/29/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Align Modified qualifications with all other classic series divisions. Now that the Modified Level is established across the country, the allowance for Training 
Level MERs should be removed. One or more MER at the Modified Level need to be obtained to qualify for a Modified Classic Series event. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEA Hannah Seagle

htemple@useventing.com

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/19/2026

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 03/24/2026

Eventing

Member Comments
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