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Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/31/2024

Rule Change Intent

Introduced in 2017, the Modified level was created to bridge the gap between the Training and Preliminary levels and to help provide a better preparation for 
athletes and horses progressing from the lower levels to upper levels. The goal of proposing the additional qualification requirements of two MERs at Modified 
is to promote safety and encourage optimal preparation for the Athletes and Horses moving to the Preliminary and CCI2* level. We have seen an increased 
number of falls (roughly 35% increase in percentage of falls per starter) at the Preliminary level since 2021 to substantiate this change.

The inclusion of Modified in competition offerings over the past 5 years has increased to 194 competitions with 2,442 starters in 2023 with representation in 9 
of 10 Areas. The proposed rule would go into effect December 1, 2025, to allow for a phased implementation with the intention of allowing competitors and 
organizers time to prepare and plan accordingly for the changes. Below is a chart of how the eligibility requirements fit into the overall current MER structure:

Training

· Athlete Requirements N/A

· Horse Requirements N/A

Modified

· Athlete Requirements 2 MERs at Training or higher

· Horse Requirements N/A

Preliminary

· Athlete Requirements 6 MERs at Training or higher

· Horse Requirements 4 MERs at Training or higher

Intermediate

· Athlete Requirements 6 MERs at Preliminary or higher

· Horse Requirements 4 MERs at Preliminary or higher

Advanced

· Athlete Requirements 6 MERs at Intermediate or higher

· Horse Requirements 4 MERs at Intermediate or higher

CCI1*

· Athlete Requirements 1 MER at Modified or higher

· Horse Requirements 1 MER at Modified or higher

CCI2*-S

· Athlete Requirements 1 MER at Preliminary or higher

· Horse Requirements 1 MER at Preliminary or higher

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Alison Lloyd

alloyd@usef.org
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